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1 A. Grohmann, "Zum Problem Der Datierung Der Altesten Koran-Handschriften" in H. Franke
(Ed.), Akten Des Vierundzwanzigsten Internationalen Orientalisten-Kongresses Miinchen, 28. August Bis
4. September 1957, 1959, Deutsche Morgenlindische Gesellschaft e.V.: Wiesbaden, pp. 272-

273; idem., "The Problem Of Dating Early Qur'ans”, Der Islam, 1958, Volume 33, Number 3, p. 222.
In the latter article, Grohmann also includes Arabic Pal. Plate 43.

? A. Grohmann, "The Problem Of Dating Early Qur'ans", Der Islam, 1958, Volume 33, Number 3, pp.
221-222.

21 M. Marx, "The Qur'an - The First Arabic Book", U. Franke, J. Gierlichs (Eds.) in collaboration with
S. Vassilopoulou, L. Wagner, Roads Of Arabia - The Archaeological Treasures Of Saudi Arabia, 2011,
Ernst Wasmuth Verlag: Tiibingen / Berlin (Germany), pp. 199-201.
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The style or styles of the script used for these early manuscripts seems
to have been or to have become more or less specific for manuscripts of the
Qurian and appears to be different both from the more cursive styles that
are known from early papyri and from the lapidary ones that were used
in most inscriptions incised in stone. In this early quranic style of writing
additional signs were introduced to distinguish characters that were used for
more than one consonant. Little dashes or dots were added above or under
the letters to identify them. The system that is found in the early qurianic
manuscripts is basically the same as the one still in use, except for the
treatment of the two letters fa and qaf, which have the same initial and
medial form. For some time three methods existed: (1) one dash above for
the fa’and two for the gaf; (2) one dash underneath for the fa’and one
above for the gaf; and (3) one dash above for the fa’and one underneath
for the gaf. The first method has become the standard for eastern styles of
Arabic and for its printed forms. The second became the norm in the Arab
west and can still be found in lithographed editions of the Qur'an in use in
the Maghrib.

The third method did not survive and probably was followed for only
a short time, possibly in the Hijaz and Yemen. It is, however, significant
because it was also used in the inscriptions in the Dome of the Rock in
Jerusalem. The mosaic inscriptions in the Dome of the Rock, which consist

148 Fred Leemhuis

mainly of quranic quotations, quite clearly imitate a style of'writing that xs
very close to the style we know from early qurianic manuscr.lpts. lenere :fa.
and gaf are punctuated, they have their dashes exactly according to this th: _rd
method. This external evidence leads to the conclusion that early Quran
manuscripts with the same method of punctuation date roughly from the
same short period, i.e., from around 692 CE when the Dome of the Rock
was built. |
To date, I am aware of only four manuscripts in which this method is
adopted. They are preserved in Istanbul (Saray, Medina 1a*), San‘a’ {Dar

al-Makhtatat, Inv. No. 01-29.24), St Petersburg (Inv. No. E-20%) and Vienna

(Fig. 5; Cod. Mixt. 917%). Two of these manuscripts are fairly long; of the
Viennese codex 104 leaves are extant, and of the St Petersburg onc,' 81
leaves. As all early qur'anic manuscripts appear to do, these two m‘anuscr}st
also represent the ‘Uthmanic redaction. This suggests that the U‘fhmz}mc
redaction already enjoyed a degree of acceptance at that early period. The

T ' . 1 NiaY: CYTalh ae Rt
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22 "From Palm Leaves To The Internet” in J. D. McAuliffe (Ed.), The Cambridge Companion To The
Qur'an, 2006, Cambridge University Press: Cambridge (UK), pp. 147-148.
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2 F. Déroche, "Colonnes, Vases Et Rinceaux Sur Quelques Enluminures D'Epoque Omeyyade”, Comptes
Rendus Des Séances / Académie Des Inscriptions & Belles-Lettres, 2004 (published 2006 ), pp. 227-264.
% F. Déroche, "Colonnes, Vases Et Rinceaux Sur Quelques Enluminures D'Epoque Omeyyade"., cTp.
231-234.
25 F. Déroche, "Colonnes, Vases Et Rinceaux Sur Quelques Enluminures D'Epoque Omeyyade"., ctp.
233
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Figure 2: Comparison of consonant shapes in Codex Topkapi Saray: Medina 1a with Marcel 11, 13, and 15, TIEM SE 321, BNF Arabe 330c and milestones of ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan.
OB d&Zd YO MfshlsOs dzj ded ™ htgdWIstso , i ts L

dmmdzj H oW O lst jOR'W 2 dzdzO H Hedbala dz h ted W Is

26 A. George, The Rise Of Islamic Calligraphy, 2010, Saqi Books: London (UK), pp. 75-80 & p. 148; F.
B. Flood, "The Qur'an", in H. C. Evans & B. Ratliff (Eds.), Byzantium And Islam: Age Of Transition
7th - 9th Century, 2012, Metropolitan Museum of Art: New York (USA), pp. 270-271.

*”H-C.G. Von Bothmer "Neue Wege Der Koranforschung". 1999, ctp.4S.

28 F. Déroche, "Colonnes, Vases Et Rinceaux Sur Quelques Enluminures D'Epoque Omeyyade"., cTp.
231-234.
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Another script could also be representative of the Umayyad book hands
(fig.10). The discovery of a fair amount of folios from a Qur'an with mum','lat-_%d
stira headings ( it will be referred to now as Jha Damascus Umayyad Qur an” )
was instrumental in establishing its date.” The illumination of this Qur'an
relies on motifs which find their parallels with the mosaics of the Dome of

the Rock (fig.11). The orthography is slightly more developed than that
found the manuscripts and fragments in hijazi style. The format is still
vertical. A tendency towards a greater homogeneity in the number of lines
per page is obvious. The letters are spread over the page thanks to an extensive
use of the elongation of the horizontal connections or to a regular spacing of
the letters or groups of letters irrespective of their being part of a word or
not. In keeping with the use observed in the manuscripts and fragments in
hijazi style, words can be divided at the end of a line when there is not
enough space left, provided that the word includes a letter which does not
require connection with the next one.

The script itself still bears some similarities with the hijizi. Although the
writing instrument is slightly thicker than the one usually associated with
hijazi (between 1.5 and 2 mm), the ratio between the height of the script and
its thickness is still quite high and as a whole its appearance is close to that
of MS BL Or. 2165 (fig. 6). The shafts (Jam, alif) tend to be vertical,
although there are still some tendencies to have them slanting to the right; an
exception is the shaft of the letters (4’ /za’ which remains oblique. The Iam in
isolated position was apparently somewhat problematic for the copyists of
the time who hesitated between two shapes. In some instances, the lower
horizontal stroke is located below the base line —similar to the final lam. In
other cases, this part of the letter is drawn on the base line; the shape cannot
be mistaken for a kaf since, as we have already seen, the latter is written in a
very different way in its isolated and final positions. The isolated lim with
its lower tail on the base line is already found in hijazi manuscripts. It
significantly appears on “Abd al-Malik's milestones nos 1 and 3 in Max van
Berchem’s publication, whereas the other shape has been used on milestone
no 2.5 By far the most original letter is the final or isolated mim which is
devoid of any tail - to such an extent that in some fragments, a later hand
added these tails in order to make the script more “legible”; in this case, the
parallel is obvious with the hijiz7 style, or at least with a tendency found in
some manuscripts, particularly London, BL Or. 2165 and hand A of Paris,
BNF Arabe 328a.

[TEM kE 321f slges2 htdWls kOSy] ftwjHMmsO
[Bj 22V HE G ROB) ddsJtetso Odzdj 1 stsEts s icOd
Clstste’ | d&zODBHWYE § OwOddj dzd o ( HESL 0FC C
[tV sctOWdw dzj BBdzsets Bdzj j ftestOB slsOdad
B3ts y dats dz02 Is d o s WicOce d3j dzls On ~dHYOL(d
9 jtolsdC Odzt dgr 2. ztdWlils MOds ofmj jhj datsfyd
otej B ddefmlstelzdzj dzls Hdzv f dMm! O ykls! B sdz,
(BIxHEZ 1,5 d 2 &R ), fesfseydw oBjYHE
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As noted by Amari, this script (which I propose to call “O I") retains some-
thing of its hijazi origins.?® As indicated previously, Hand D of the Codex
Parisino-petropolitanus can be seen as a forerunner.?! It is still a little hesi-
tant and some of the letter shapes, the s’ for instance, are very different from
those of the new Umayyad script. What is more interesting is the relation-
ship between the script of the Qurianic manuscripts and some of the Umayyad
inscriptions, notably ‘Abd al-Malik’s milestones: “[their] writing as a whole
echoes manuscript calligraphy."#? The isolated or final gaf is almost identi-
cal with that found on stone and the same can be said of the final kaf'in the
caliph’s name on three of the milestones;® to these comparative examples can
be added the shape of the kaf found on two of the inscriptions on the Dome
of the Rock, that in mosaic and another one on a copper plate at the northern
entrance of the building.?* Alain George has suggested to identify in all these

cs O¢ Z X J B ' dzfs tsls d3d Wd dzts ¢ B3O, 1]
ftc] HdZOG O (dOL [ BPBE2VHhHEY2 MsrtcOdzv jIs ¢
~dHYIOLd dimstsC e . s OC B dBsC tsHs gRdAMEazs
Petropolitanus (Arabe 328 dctsy J Is B' Is! ftcjHD j Mise
htedWIlsO] e. . . cCYlt B tsdzj j d dzls j toj fdzats,
ststeOdzd yj MSdms BOREMCtcdfIsso d dzj Stsistster
9 YOmbdesMmisd 56 tcOded-frdzy ¢ @O &3¢z o fy & dsjo
COmzzdcteOW dd deQdziz ) &lss Pfzlsdso ¢ sdzd yYdz' 2 ¢S
gqHJ dzZsdydz 2 b3z, Yyt d&O~tsHJdd d&ZO ¢ Od3dz
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manuscript tradition, a style becoming specific to a certain use. These elements
point into the same direction: at the end of the first/seventh century, under
the reign of caliph ‘Abd al-Malik, a fateful change occurred in the chancery of
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? Qur'ans of the Umayyads: A First Overview (Leiden Studies in Islam and Society). December 2,
2013. crp. 80
30 Qur'ans of the Umayyads: A First Overview (Leiden Studies in Islam and Society). December 2,
2013. crp. 94
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